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Sussary of AW APPRAISAL Of SOVIET IBTKmOBB 

1. Foreign Toller. lathing In the XXII Congress at Moscow last 
October, or In Soviet behavior since, suggest* any change In the broad 
lines of the IBSR's foreign policy. Khrushchev has reaffiraed, and is 
vigorously pursuing, the strategy of "peaceful coexistence" alaed at de- 
feating the West without war. As part and parcel of this policy, he is con 
tlnuing to build Soviet Military strength in order to Increase the IBSR's 
political weight In the world and to prosecute general war as effectively 
as possible should deterrence fall. 



2. Domestic Affairs . The Congress revealed, however, that domestic 
Soviet politics is a lively and contentious business. Khrushchev does not, 
we believe, have to fear for his position. But he does have to saneuver 
among colleagues who are less than equal to him but more than the terrorized 
lackeys who surrounded Stalin. These colleagues share Khrushchev's general 
outlook, but they hare succeeded In Halting the revisions which he wished 
to sake in econaalc priorities (greater benefits for the consumer) and 
■ilitary policy (downgrading of conventional forces and traditional doctrine). 



3* In attacking Stalin, Khrushchev was seeking to discredit all vfews 
other than his own, not only among his colleagues, but also in the party 
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probebly occur In .any partiee, .«», .specially those in Asia, alght 
eventually align themselves with the Chinese. n» 8ino-8oviet military 
alliance would become Inoperative. 5*1. kind of break would hare a profound 
effect upon Soviet view, of the world and their prcepect. in it. Conceivably 
it night lead, in the long run, to more noxml relatione with the Hest. 

7. leverttaeless, our preeent reading of the evidence pereuadee us 
that the chances of euch an open break during the next year or eo have 
increased very substantially - perhap. the odds are no* about even. Sven 
if a break is avoided, we believe that It will remain In the foreground as 
a continuing possibility, and that Blno-Soriet relations will be an uneaey 
and distrustful truce, narked by cooperation at various tine, end places 
•ad by competition at others. 
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